A COMPARISON OF
EAR-TAGGING AND EAR-WHITING
AS METHODS OF IDENTIFICATION IN DOGS
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> 70,000 STRAY DOGS
4 MILLION HUMAN POPULATION
1 DOG FOR EACH 6 PEOPLE
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STuD BEST PRACTICE FOR HUMANE VISUAL

IDENTIFICATION OF TREATED STRAY DOGS

-Does not indicate where the dog is from
-Does not indicate if dog is owned or stray
-Does not indicate if the dog has been spayed/
neutered

ATTENTION
Many neutered dogs are recaptured,

d p We approached these techniques without previous experience!
some undergo new surgery!

STRESS (PAIN) INDICATORS

(HOLTON ET AL, 2001: MATTHEWS, 2000; BEERDA ET AL,
1997)

MELBOURNE PAIN SCALE (MPS)

Responses

Ml - Six categories divided in levels (scores of
M 0, 1,2, or3)
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STUDY PROTOCOL

Pupil Enlargment - Rototag
Heart rate - Swivel tag
Respiratory rate
Rectal temperature
Salivation
to palpation
y
Posture
Vocalization
Mental

- Liquid Nitrogen
- Dry-Ice

4 MP!
Baseline Measurements Video recording for 15-30 min

" General Blood Parameters (WBC..)

-SI

-Melbourne Pain Scale

-Check the application site
Blood — Saliva Parameters wolliours fromitheapplication - Health check-up (blood

parameters... infection symptoms)
= Day 2/~ 5\ (Izachiday following the procedure))

RESULTS

RESULTS

* Maximum stress at handling (before any procedures!): MPS 9

« Easily performed - No training needed
~ (instructions)

N

Noise, immobilization, etc. have been reported to elicit responses in behavioural, cardiovascular, endocrine,
renal, gastro-intestinal, and haematological parameters (Beerda et al., 2009)
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RESULTS
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48 h post application

RESULTS
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HNYEAT AN DIIRIE = [REEZE BRANDIG

THE APPLICATION OF A MARK | -
USING AN EXTREMELY COLD BRANDING IRON PROS

VIDEO - “N"

= F RE EZ E BR AN D l G U Different application site..

@ CONS

5 Hard to handle the dog in lateral recumbency for so long (20-40
sec).

If the >

iron is in contact for too long, the animal will be scarred (ok
for light hair dog!)
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RESULTS RESULTS

I8 s FREEZE BRANDING STRESS - PAIN
Liquid nitrogen

| i T
1 Ear Tag 4-6
. : o ./' Freeze Branding
o8 -Not stonble (4-5 day of - Nitrogen 3
life) - Dry Ice 4

+ Can be difficult to obtain *Hard to understand when ol
and transport the iron reaches the right andiing
 Cost effective

* Dissipates quickly (1 L
for two dogs!)

«Little pieces of ice
trapped in the iron

o5 - Quick cooling -
‘- Quick application s_; Easy to handle/transport

Stray dogs...

CONCLUSIONS

‘T DONT KNOW WHO T AM -THEY CAN'T AGREE,
2O B/ERYONE CALLS NE BY A DIFFERENT NAWE.
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